
flies to Rome from Gatwlck. Newcastle, 
BristOl, and East Midlands. 

Park your yacht In the marina of gorgeous 
Hvar and head across the road to the Hotel 
Adriana, where up on the roof a heated 
seawater indoor/outdoor pool and sky bar 
deliver uncluttered views of the ancient city 
and beyond to the Palinski Islands. Have 
a dip and a killer Bellini up with the gods, then 
sink into huge soias on deck and soak up 
the fading Adriatic sun along I/'/lth the rest of 
the poolslde posers. Abercrombie & Kent 
(08456182213, wl/Vw.aiJercromblekent.com) 
has a 10-day rour of Croatia, including a '1isft 
to i-Ivar. from £2, 524fJP, Including filgms ana 
B&B accommodation. 

www.citalia.com} has three nights' B8B from 

LS 

below, \Nhile you bob about in relaxed bliss. places 10 watch the setting sun wash the 

a 

Even die-hard devotees admit that Venice 
in summer is as malodorous as it is 
magruficent. Then there's lhe sweltenng heat 
hat no amount of gelati can assuage. Not 

surprisingly, the city doesn't boast an urban 
sWimming-pool culture, which makes the new 
Hilton Molino Stucky on the Giudecca a real 
ind Many Venetians were a little sniffy about 

the conversion of the vast old redbrick flour 
mil and granary into a huge Hilton - until 
they ventured to ttle top floor, where lhe 
open-air rooftop pool (Venice's first and 
only) rolls out some of the most spectacular 
vIews of the cIty. The adjacent Skyline Bar 
IS, in both senses, one of the coolest 

106 Travel AU9USI 2008 

campanile in liquid gold. A convenient 
boat service operates between St Mark's, 
the Zatters an(1 the Hilton, so even non-hotel 
residents can pop across the Giudecca 
canal to freshen up at the end of the day. 
Doubles from £310, room only roo 39 041 
272331" www.hilton.com/venlce).Bmi (.1V.1v.w. 
ffybml.com) flies to Venice from Heattlrow, 
Mancheste~ Leeds Bradford, Durham, 
Edln!Jurgh, Glasgow 811(j Belfast, 

For corking views of Bath on a bahny summer 
evening, pack your SWJlTIsuit and !lead up to 
lhe roof at the Thermae Bath Spa. Watch the 
sun's rays drape bronze shadows over the city 

On weeknights from 4,30pm. Special Twilight 
Packages (£35) buy you a three-hour session, 
including use of the steam rooms. foot-baths 
and rooftop pool (0844 888 0844, www. 
thermaebathspa.com}. 

Italian sunsets don't get more spectacular than 
those beyond Viareggio beach The downside? 
No spare sunloungers. So try the rooftop pool 
at the Principe. Curling round the fifth floor of 
the town's grandest hotel, it has a better view 
of the Med than you'd get shoehorned In on 
the shore. And there's an all· important bar to 
keep you watered. Cflaiia (0871 2002004, 

COOL BRITANNIA
 
Get wet, wet, wet with a dip in the UK 

BEST SEA SWIM 
Calgary Bay, Isle of Mull 
Bookended by cliffs, Calgary Bay is 
glassy-flat even on the choppiest day. 
Add otters, seals. porpoises and a 
fO-minute walk to hot soup at the Calgary 
Hotel, and it's far and away Scotland's 
best bay. Directions: 30 minutes west of 
Tobermoryon the B8073. The Calgary 
Hotel (01688 400256, www.calgary.co.uk) 
has doubles from £94, B&B. 

BEST MOUNTAIN DIP 
Angle Tarn, Cumbria 

There's really wild 
swimming at Angle 

Tarn, just east of 
Pat1erdale on the 
Coast to Coast 
path (left). It has 
huge views over 
Ullswater, and 
lovely islets to 
swim out to. 

Directions: Cross 
the bridge 90m 

south of the White 
Lion, Patterdale, following 

Coast to Coast footpath signs; OS 
Landranger 90. Wordsworth Cottage 
(01768 482084, www.wordsworthcottage. 
co.uk) has doubles from £60, B&8. 

BEST WATERFALL 
Catrigg Force, Yorkshire 
Wow, what a belter! Hidden in a secluded 
copse a couple of kilometres east of 
Stainforth, Catrigg Force gushes eight 
metres down into a beautiful pool that's 
just begging you to jump in. Directions: 
From the carpark in Stainforth, cross 
bridge soutll of the village. then hop over 
the stile to a footpath along Stainforth 
Beck: OS Explorer 2. King William The 
Fourth Guest House (01729 825994) 
has doubles from £70, B&8. 

BEST RIVER 
River Dart, Dellon 
Where better for a splash-about than in 
the setting (below) for The Water Babies? 
Between Newbridge and Dartmeet on the 

£525pp, Including flights irom Gat",vfck to Pisa 
and horel transfers, 

The Ocean's Twelve cast drank cocktails 
on the pool deck of this hip hotel when 
they filmed here. If the thought of Brad Pitt's 
pert behind on your sunlounger doesn't leave 
you breathless, a few lengths of the huge 
heated pool might. Ii that's lao energetic, lie 
back and people-v,atch - the sundeck is the 
preferred summer 11angout for Romans with 
bIg wallets and even bigger sunglasses, 
Tile Es. Hotel (DO 39 06 444841, www,rome. 
radissonsas.com) has doui)les from £150, 
room only. EasyJe! (www.easyjet.com) 

OK. so technically it's on a balcony, but the 
views from this gorgeous plunge pool beat 
anything a rooftop could manage. Deia village, 
In the sharp folds of mountainous northern 
Mallorca. IS a poetic clutter of biscuit-tone 
stone hornes - it's so pretty that crocodiles 
of tourists Inevitably invade. The solution is 
suite 61 at hotel La Residencla, Immerse 
yourself III the deep. cold plunge pool and 
you can survey the scene in peace: an 
amphitheaTre of roof tiles and bottle-green 
OIlage with, once in a While, the calm tinkling 
of goat bells, Doubles from £398, B&B (00 34 
971 63901 i, www.hote/laresidenciacom). 
Monarch (www.flymonarch.com) flies to Palma 
tram Luton, Birmmgham and Manchester. > 

moors near Buckfastleigh, you'll find 
verdant pools where it'll be just you, a 
kingfisher, and your own natural plunge 
pool and hot-rock 'sunbed'. Directions: 
Take the river path east 
from Dartmeet or 
west from 
Newbridge; OS 
Landranger 
202. Stay at 
Corndonford 
Farm (01364 
631595), which 
has doubles 
from £60, B&B. 
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