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n co s 
mink dl r 
Her feelings are ambivalent but Carolyn Reynier 
can't help being arrused by Monte Carlo 

loathe Monte Carlo. I first ful l-length mink coats to die for 
went to the principality when as indeed many mink did. Then 
twas 13, I was sta ying wit h there's the Formula One Grand 
ne of our French wine sup- Prix . It gives me a certainjnsson, 

pliers on the Ca p Fetrat I admit, to see the yellow starting 
peninsula. Not many vineyards grids pa inted on the road down 
the re, 1 bear you say. No, bu t by the Port Hercule And th e 
there are tn Alsace where the race it self - well, It'S llke watch ­
Villa owner, Rene Dopff, and son lug a Test match at Lord s (which 
Guy made wine. I've done) or a ttendin g an opera 

WI< drove to t he principality of at La Scala (whi ch I haven't), 
Monaco on a windy day to vlsit Everyone sh ould do it at least 
the Museum of Oceanography. 1 once , 
remember nothing about 11. Nor ­ We watched it from a TOwn in 
ma lly, when the sea was t oo th e Casino de Paris that yea r 
rough, we swam in Ute Grand when rain stopped play in the 
H61el du Cap Ferra! pool. I hal! a 32nd or 33rd lap - the champagne 
serious crush on Pi e rre , the was flowing like the downpour 
tanned, blond maitre nageur. drenching the track - Just after 
Given t he choice - which 1 Ala in Prost hall taken the lead 
wasn't - I knew where I'd rathei from Nigel Mansell. The best way 
be. Forty years on , the musewn to ac tua lly follow the rare is on 
is still the re an d so, I've disco v­ te levision. The cheapest way to 
ered , is Pierre. experience the ambian ce is from 

Th e bes t place to ,gut an Idea of the la wns on the side of the 
how dooply unat tractive Monte Ro che r - th e s y n on ym ror 
Carlo 1S - more a concrete copse Mrmaco, In real i ty the rock on 
than a jungle. the wllole pla ce is which the pa lace and Monaco­
no more than 1.5 sq km - is Iro m Ville are loca ted. Organised spec 
Ute Vista Palace, Up by La Tur­ moors go equipped WIth tables , 
bie . where the Monegasque foot­ chairs and cool boxes 
ball team works ou t, th e, hotel Is Last May. the Thursday before ill 
precariously perched on a CUll race day , I drove through Mont 
lop with terraced accommodation Car lo on my way to Italy to the 
cut tnto the hil lside vertigo suf ­ Bordl ghera marke t. Th e drivers> 

Ierers please note. The views are were doin g timed laps. I didn' t 
spectacular An enormous blue sec a single ear but oh. the 
neon V rises up from the hotel throaty roar of F I engines below 
roof, visible for miles. The build­ u s and the sme ll of po trol 
lng reminds me of the astonish ­ and scorchmg rubber. . Pri nce 
Ing feat of architecture tha t Is Albert II hosts a foot ball match 
King Herod's palace at Masada in be fore race dB.) , a Palace 1 
Israel. Except Masada no longer against the Fl driv ers. Probably 
has a roof, and If it did presuma ­ wisely - tie's knocking 50 - he 
lJ l ~' it would be topped with a delegated h is team place las t 
blue neon H. veari o Ills nephew. 

Monte Carlo uas style, I grant The Place du casino is a lway 
VOU, During the win ter months , beautifu l, al ways buzziug 
ihe local fur-wearing female Mon­ Lunc hing In the sun at the Cafe 
egasque population Is considera­ do Pari s last a utumn, I watched 
bly swelled by elegant Italian a nun wa lking ea~rh up the 
slgnu ras swinging by In swirli ng casino steps. God meets Mnm ­

man in Uniform. she's lvm g. Ide­
all} , ~U11 ask a dilfcren l police ­
man a d1Ucrent question, thus 
guaran teeing t h e maximum 
number of salutes. Here are a I 
coup le to start (with answers. In I 
case you're too overwhelmed to 
rake thorn ill ). Can \'OU visit the I 
palace apartments? (Yes, some 

.~ open 10 the pu blic some of , 
the time), There are billngual I 
street signs. If> there a Mon· 
egasque la nguage? (Yes, It's ' 
taught In schools - it sor t. 01 Itat- I 
InIlfNlcois melange as far as I , 
an make out). ' 
And , of course, we have the 
lourrul Grlmnldls. TCl date. the 

bachelor prtnce has acknowl ­
rlgcd paternity or two children. 

I love Monte Carlo 
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